GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH, L.C.M.S
PO Box 9292
Tacoma, WA 98490-0292
Pastor James A. Matthews (360) 701-6197
Office Phone: (253) 472-7105
E-mail: info@gracelutherantacoma.org

The Sacrament of Holy Communion at Grace
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that,
as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and
blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and
with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and
set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth
His death until He comes. The bread and wine do not symbolize or represent the body and
blood of Christ, but are the real presence, as he says of “This is my body. . . This is my blood.”
Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great
harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar,
any who are not yet instructed, in doubt or who hold a confession differing from that of this
congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the
Sacrament, are asked first to speak with Pastor Matthews.
For further study, see Matt. 5:23f; 10:32f; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; 1 Cor. 11:17-34
THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
June 21, 2020
Jeremiah 20:7–13
Romans 6:12–23
Matthew 10:5a, 21–33
Delivered from Sin and Death, You Now Live before God in the Righteousness of Christ
The outcome of sin is death, “but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord”
(Rom. 6:23). He has set you free from the slavery of sin and has brought you “from death to
life” (Rom. 6:13). No longer are you under the condemnation of the Law, but you live “under
grace” (Rom. 6:14). Such is your courage in the face of “those who kill the body but cannot kill
the soul” (Matt. 10:28). For though “you will be hated by all” and maligned by the world for
the name of Christ (Matt. 10:22, 25), you abide in the care of your Father in heaven, who
numbers “even the hairs of your head” and values you more “than many sparrows” (Matt.
10:30–31). By the Word of Christ, you have become like Him, your Teacher and Master in
whom you endure to the end, and “will be saved” (Matt. 10:22, 25). For He is with you “as a
dread warrior,” who has overcome your enemies (Jer. 20:11). By the righteousness of faith, He
delivers your heart, mind, body and life “from the hand of evildoers,” and He brings you into
the land of the living (Jer. 20:12–13).
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+Welcome and Announcements+
+Confession and Absolution+
Stand

856 O Christ, Who Called the Twelve

5

LSB 856

O Christ, the_apostles’ Lord,
The martyrs’ strength and song,
The crucified and risen King
To whom the saints belong:
Though generations pass,
Our tribute still we bring,
Our hymns a sacrifice of praise,
Our lives an offering.

© 1993 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013644.
Public domain
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The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation

LSB 167

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Exhortation

LSB 167

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins

LSB 167

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of
Your holy name. Amen.

Absolution

LSB 167

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

+Service of the Word+
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Introit

Ps. 56:3–4, 10–11; antiphon: Ps. 56:13
For you have delivered my soul from death, yes, my feet from | falling,*
that I may walk before God in the | light of life.
When I | am afraid,*
I put my | trust in you.
In God, whose word I praise, in God I trust; I shall not | be afraid.*
What can flesh | do to me?
In God, whose | word I praise,*
in the LORD, whose | word I praise,
in God I trust; I shall not | be afraid.*
What can man | do to me?
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
For you have delivered my soul from death, yes, my feet from | falling,*
that I may walk before God in the | light of life.

Kyrie

LSB 168
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Hymn of Praise--Gloria in Excelsis

LSB 170
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Salutation and Collect of the Day

P Let us pray.
O God, because Your abiding presence always goes with us, keep us aware of Your daily
mercies that we may live secure and content in Your eternal love; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Sit

Old Testament Reading

Jeremiah 20:7–13

O LORD, you have deceived me,
and I was deceived;
you are stronger than I,
and you have prevailed.
I have become a laughingstock all the day;
everyone mocks me.
For whenever I speak, I cry out,
I shout, “Violence and destruction!”
For the word of the LORD has become for me
a reproach and derision all day long.
If I say, “I will not mention him,
or speak any more in his name,”
there is in my heart as it were a burning fire
shut up in my bones,
and I am weary with holding it in,
and I cannot.
For I hear many whispering.
8

Terror is on every side!
“Denounce him! Let us denounce him!”
say all my close friends,
watching for my fall.
“Perhaps he will be deceived;
then we can overcome him
and take our revenge on him.”
But the LORD is with me as a dread warrior;
therefore my persecutors will stumble;
they will not overcome me.
They will be greatly shamed,
for they will not succeed.
Their eternal dishonor
will never be forgotten.
O LORD of hosts, who tests the righteous,
who sees the heart and the mind,
let me see your vengeance upon them,
for to you have I committed my cause.
Sing to the LORD;
praise the LORD!
For he has delivered the life of the needy
from the hand of evildoers.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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Psalm

Psalm 91:1–10 (antiphon: v. 1)

He who dwells in the shelter of the | Most High*
will abide in the shadow of the Al- | mighty.
I will say to the LORD, “My refuge and my | fortress,*
my God, in | whom I trust.”
For he will deliver you from the snare of the | fowler*
and from the deadly | pestilence.
He will cover you with his pinions,
and under his wings you will find | refuge;*
his faithfulness is a shield and | buckler.
You will not fear the terror | of the night,*
nor the arrow that | flies by day,
nor the pestilence that stalks in | darkness,*
nor the destruction that wastes at | noonday.
A thousand may fall at your side,
ten thousand at your | right hand,*
but it will not come | near you.
You will only look | with your eyes*
and see the recompense of the | wicked.
Because you have made the LORD your | dwelling place—*
the Most High, who is my | refuge—
no evil shall be allowed to be- | fall you,*
no plague come | near your tent.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
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Epistle

Romans 6:12–23
Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their passions. Do not
present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God
as those who have been brought from death to life, and your members to God as instruments
for righteousness. For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but
under grace.
What then? Are we to sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! Do
you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the
one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to
righteousness? But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become
obedient from the heart to the standard of teaching to which you were committed, and, having
been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. I am speaking in human terms,
because of your natural limitations. For just as you once presented your members as slaves to
impurity and to lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present your members as
slaves to righteousness leading to sanctification.
When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. But what fruit were
you getting at that time from the things of which you are now ashamed? The end of those
things is death. But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God,
the fruit you get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life. For the wages of sin is death,
but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia and Verse

LSB 173

11

Holy Gospel

Matthew 10:5a, 21–33

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the tenth chapter.

These twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them, “Go nowhere among the Gentiles and enter no
town of the Samaritans,
“Brother will deliver brother over to death, and the father his child, and children will rise
against parents and have them put to death,
and you will be hated by all for my name’s sake. But the one who endures to the end will be
saved.
When they persecute you in one town, flee to the next, for truly, I say to you, you will not
have gone through all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes.
“A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master. It is enough for the
disciple to be like his teacher, and the servant like his master. If they have called the master of
the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his household.
“So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered that will not be revealed, or hidden that will
not be known. What I tell you in the dark, say in the light, and what you hear whispered,
proclaim on the housetops. And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul.
Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a
penny? And not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. But even the hairs
of your head are all numbered. Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows.
So everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge before my Father
who is in heaven, but whoever denies me before men, I also will deny before my Father who
is in heaven.
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Apostles' Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
Sit
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756 Why Should Cross and Trial Grieve Me

5

LSB 756

Now in Christ, death cannot slay me,
Though it might,
Day and night,
Trouble and dismay me.
Christ has made my death a portal
From the strife
Of this life
To His joy immortal!

© 2004 Stephen P. Starke. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013644.
Public domain

Sermon -- "Fear Not”
Stand
14

Prayer of the Church
Offertory

LSB 176

+Service of the Sacrament+
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Preface

LSB 177

Proper Preface
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this
day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
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Sanctus

LSB 178

Prayer of Thanksgiving

LSB 178

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You
created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior.
With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing
sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive,
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body
and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray,
from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb
in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve
us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
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Lord's Prayer

LSB 179

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

LSB 179

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave
it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini

LSB 180
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Agnus Dei

LSB 180

Sit

Distribution
Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your
sins.
Amen.
Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness
of your sins.
Amen.
In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:

The Dismissal

LSB 181

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul
to life everlasting. Depart T in peace.
C Amen.
19

713 From God Can Nothing Move Me

6

Yet even though I suffer
The world’s unpleasantness,
And though the days grow rougher
And bring me great distress,
That day of bliss divine,
Which knows no end or measure,
And Christ, who is my pleasure,
Forever shall be mine.

LSB 713

7

For thus the Father willed it,
Who fashioned us from clay;
And His own Son fulfilled it
And brought eternal day.
The Spirit now has come,
To us true faith has given;
He leads us home to heaven.
O praise the Three in One!

© 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013644.; © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB
Hymn License .NET, no. 100013644.
Public domain
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642 O Living Bread from Heaven

LSB 642

Public domain

Stand
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Post-Communion Canticle--Nunc Dimittis

LSB 182

Post-Communion Collect
A Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in
faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Benediction

LSB 183

917 Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise

LSB 917

Public domain
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P Go in Peace and Serve the Lord!
C Thanks be to God!
Acknowledgments
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Life Quote for the week of June 21, 2020
“So how do we handle Father’s Day? First, thank God for your father and for any lessons he
taught you, either through positive or negative actions. (If Dad is still around, thank him too.)
Second, thank your Father God that He fills in all the gaps where earthly fathers don’t always
measure up.” Linda Kerr, Time of Grace – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life •
www.lutheransforlife.org

Weekly Worship in-person and via Facebook Live!
As we return to in-person worship, we give thanks to God for bringing us through these trying
times. For all who are ill, do not feel comfortable in larger groups, or cannot get to our
services, we will continue to stream our worship services using Facebook Live! At our regular
Sunday morning worship time (10:45 a.m.) we will broadcast the worship service. You can
watch the live worship service, or you can view the service later by going to the Grace Lutheran
Tacoma Facebook page.
Bulletins for the service are mailed out on Thursday or Friday each week. If you have not
received a bulletin by Saturday afternoon, please message Pastor Matthews through the
Facebook page (Messenger) and a copy of the service folder will be sent you in reply.
Your feedback on these services is greatly appreciated. If you are having difficulties accessing
the services, or if other difficulties arise, please contact us through the Facebook page or by
sending an email to Pastor@GraceLutheranTacoma.org.
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Weekly Bible Study Opportunities
Join us Sunday Mornings at 9:30. When we are able to join together for Bible Study again, we
will begin working through the Synod’s program, Every One His Witness. This resource will
help us feel more comfortable discussing our faith with friends and family. Our Bible Studies
are a great way to build understanding of God’s Word and give us tools to survive the
challenges of daily living. We are reviewing options for returning to Sunday Morning
Bible Study. Stay tuned for more information on when classes will resume.

Midweek Bible Study meets Thursday mornings. We are continuing our study of the Gospel
of Luke. The meeting location has changed to Prince of Peace until the South Tacoma Library
lifts its meeting room closure (to avoid the spread of Corona Virus). Our sessions begin at
10:30 and conclude around 11:30. We are reviewing options for returning to Midweek
Bible Study. Stay tuned for more information on when classes will resume.

Reading and studying the Lutheran Confessions
Our Lutheran Confessions reading/study/discussion group is rolling along. We
meet the first and third Thursdays of each month. The meetings begin at 7:00
p.m. and last for approximately one and a half hours. The meeting will be in the
library at Prince of Peace. We are reviewing options for returning to our
study of the Lutheran Confessions. Stay tuned for more information on
when classes will resume.
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Updated Website for Grace
During the time of exile to our homes by order of Governor Inslee, Pastor Matthews has been
working on updating our website. The old Grace Lutheran website was not significantly
updated since we sold our old building. The new website presents to the world our Lutheran
identity as a member of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod, as well as our confessional
position embracing the Sacraments for the precious gift that they are.
The site is still undergoing updating, but current information is now available for the public to
see regarding our Grace Family. Part of our new presence is a page linking people to our
Facebook Live! Services. Bulletins and sermons are available on the site as well. The website
address is www.gracelutherantacoma.org. When you have a chance, take a look at our digital
face to the world. Your comments and ideas are welcome, encouraged, and greatly appreciated.
Please let Pastor know what your thoughts are about this new look.

Shop on Amazon.com? Support our congregation
Amazon.com has a program that contributes 0.5% of purchases to a charity of your choosing.
AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com) is the website through which
purchases are made and donations to Grace Lutheran Church accrue.
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support Grace
every time you shop, at no cost to you.
On your first visit to AmazonSmile, you need to select a charitable organization to receive
donations from eligible purchases before you begin shopping. Your selection will be
remembered, and then every eligible purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will result in a
donation. Grace Lutheran Church has registered as a charitable organization, so you will find
us there.
We have received $83.63 so far. Thanks to all for supporting us.
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Prayer Requests
This week we remember in our prayers, members and friends for whom prayers are requested,
including:
Healing
Alda S
Judy G
Dan B
Joan D
Jeremiah R
Joy S
Charles S
James B
Amanda B
Kirk D
Eric H

Healing/Other
Eric S
Denes
Randy
Hank B
Grant O
Bonnie
Ryan C
Amy
Jim Mi
Jennifer Z
Ray C

Cancer
James M
Al S
Gabe
Perry C
Jason
Jerry M

Homebound
Doug B
Karen J

Prepare for next week
Spend a few minutes this week reading and thinking about the appointed scriptures for next
week.
Jeremiah 28:5–9
Romans 7:1–13
Matthew 10:34–42

This Week (and next) at Grace
Today

10:45 a.m. Third Sunday after Pentecost Sunday Worship
Service in-person and via Facebook Live!

June 28th

10:45 a.m. Fourth Sunday After Pentecost Worship Service in
person and via Facebook Live!
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PREMIER CONFERENCE FOR LUTHERAN LAITY... You're invited to watch the Virtual
Issues, Etc. "Making the Case" Conference Friday, July 24 and Saturday, July 25. Speakers
include: Mark & Mollie Hemingway; Robert George; Matt Walsh; Hans Fiene; and Bryan
Wolfmueller. Registration is $135 and includes the ability to watch live and on-demand. For
more information, visit issuesetc.org or call (618) 223-8385.

LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM
THE TEN COMMANDMENTS
AS THE HEAD OF THE FAMILY SHOULD TEACH THEM IN A SIMPLE WAY TO THE
HOUSEHOLD
THE THIRD COMMANDMENT
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.
What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not despise preaching and
His Word, but hold it sacred and gladly hear and learn it.
THE FOURTH COMMANDMENT
Honor your father and you mother.
What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not despise or anger our
parents and other authorities, but honor them, serve and obey them, love and cherish them.
THE FIFTH COMMANDMENT
You shall not murder.
What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not hurt our neighbor in his
body, but help and support him in every physical need.
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