GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH, L.C.M.S
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Pastor James A. Matthews (360) 701-6197
Office Phone: (253) 472-7105
E-mail: info@gracelutherantacoma.org

The Sacrament of Holy Communion at Grace
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that,
as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and
blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and
with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin,
and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show
forth His death until He comes. The bread and wine do not symbolize or represent the body
and blood of Christ, but are the real presence, as he says of “This is my body. . . This is my
blood.”
Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great
harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar,
any who are not yet instructed, in doubt or who hold a confession differing from that of this
congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the
Sacrament, are asked first to speak with Pastor Matthews.
For further study, see Matt. 5:23f; 10:32f; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; 1 Cor. 11:17-34
SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
July 12, 2020
Isaiah 55:10–13
Romans 8:12–17
Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23
The Preaching of the Word of Christ Bears the Good Fruits of Faith and Love
As “the rain and the snow come down from heaven” and “water the earth, making it bring
forth and sprout” (Is. 55:10), so the Word of God accomplishes the purpose for which He
speaks it, granting joy and peace through the forgiveness of sins and producing the fruits of
faith and love in those who are called by His name. Christ Jesus, the incarnate Word, has
established the name of the Lord as “an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off” (Is. 55:13).
He opens our ears to hear, our minds to understand and our hearts to believe His Word, lest the
evil one come and snatch it away. He thus transforms our rocky hearts into good soil, which
clings to the Gospel and “indeed bears fruit” (Matt. 13:23). He is Himself the firstfruits of all
who “have received the Spirit of adoption as sons” (Rom. 8:15). Thus being “led by the Spirit
of God,” we are not afraid, but we cry out in faith to our Father in heaven (Rom. 8:14–15). For
as we suffer with Christ, the beloved Son, so shall we “also be glorified with him” (Rom. 8:17).
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+Welcome and Announcements+
+Confession and Absolution+
Stand

901 Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty

5

LSB 901

Speak, O God, and I will hear Thee;
Let Thy will be done indeed.
May I undisturbed draw near Thee
While Thou dost Thy people feed.
Here of life the fountain flows;
Here is balm for all our woes.

Public domain
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The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation

LSB 184

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Exhortation

LSB 184

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
P
C
P
C

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins

LSB 184

P O almighty God, merciful Father,
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I
have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment.
But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of
Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and
death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor,
sinful being.
Absolution

LSB 185

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of
my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son
and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

+Service of the Word+
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Introit

Ps. 103:15–19; antiphon: Ps. 103:8

The LORD is merciful and | gracious,*
slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love.
As for man, his days | are like grass;*
he flourishes like a flower | of the field;
for the wind passes over it, and | it is gone,*
and its place knows | it no more.
But the steadfast love of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting on those who | fear
him,*
and his righteousness to children’s | children,
to those who keep his | covenant*
and remember to do his com- | mandments.
The LORD has established his throne in the | heavens,*
and his kingdom rules | over all.

The LORD is merciful and | gracious,*
slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love.

Kyrie

LSB 186
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Gloria in Excelsis

LSB 187
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Salutation and Collect of the Day

P Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning,
grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that we may
embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Sit

Old Testament Reading

Isaiah 55:10–13

“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven
and do not return there but water the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,
and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.
“For you shall go out in joy
and be led forth in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you
shall break forth into singing,
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
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Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle;
and it shall make a name for the LORD,
an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.”
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Psalm

Psalm 65:9–13 (antiphon: v. 5)

You visit the earth and water it;
you greatly enrich it;
the river of God is full of | water;*
you provide their grain,
for so you have pre- | pared it.
You water its furrows abundantly,
settling its | ridges,*
softening it with showers,
and bless- | ing its growth.
You crown the year with your | bounty;*
your wagon tracks overflow with a- | bundance.
The pastures of the wilderness | overflow,*
the hills gird them- | selves with joy,
the meadows clothe themselves with flocks,
the valleys deck them- | selves with grain,*
they shout and sing together | for joy.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

Epistle

Romans 8:12–17
So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. For if you
live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the
body, you will live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. For you did not
receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption
8

as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that
we are children of God, and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ,
provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand

Alleluia

Holy Gospel

LSB 190

Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. And great crowds gathered
about him, so that he got into a boat and sat down. And the whole crowd stood on the beach.
And he told them many things in parables, saying: “A sower went out to sow. And as he
sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and the birds came and devoured them. Other seeds fell
on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since
they had no depth of soil, but when the sun rose they were scorched. And since they had no
root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked
them. Other seeds fell on good soil and produced grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some
thirty.
He who has ears, let him hear.”
…“Hear then the parable of the sower: When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and
does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart.
This is what was sown along the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one
who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, yet he has no root in himself, but
endures for a while, and when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word,
immediately he falls away. As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the
word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it proves
unfruitful. As for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and
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understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty,
and in another thirty.”
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Apostles' Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
Sit
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577 Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast

LSB 577

Public domain

Sermon
Votum

LSB 192

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ
Jesus.
C Amen.
Stand
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Offertory

LSB 192

Prayer of the Church
Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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655 Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word

LSB 655

Public domain

+Service of the Sacrament+
Preface

LSB 194
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Proper Preface (Full)
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
on this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the
way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus

LSB 195
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Lord's Prayer

LSB 196
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The Words of Our Lord

LSB 197

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave
it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini

LSB 197

Agnus Dei

LSB 198
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Sit

Distribution

LSB 199
Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your
sins.
Amen.
Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness
of your sins.
Amen.

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:

The Dismissal

LSB 199

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul
to life everlasting. Depart T in peace.
C Amen.
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717 Eternal Father, Strong to Save

LSB 717

© The Church Pension Fund. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013644.
Public domain
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594 God's Own Child, I Gladly Say It

LSB 594

19

© 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013644.
Public domain

Stand

Nunc Dimittis

LSB 199
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Thanksgiving

LSB 200

Post-Communion Collect
A Let us pray.
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent
Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us
pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but
always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly
to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Salutation

LSB 201

Benedicamus

LSB 202
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Benediction

LSB 202

921 On What Has Now Been Sown

LSB 921

Public domain

P Go in Peace and Serve the Lord!
C Thanks be to God!
Acknowledgments
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Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good
News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.

Life Quote for the week of July 12, 2020
“What does it say to our neighbor when in our own families we care for our elderly, become
foster parents, adopt children, care for the handicapped, or carry through with an unplanned
pregnancy? What does it say to our community when in our churches we care and pray for each
other, offer families respite care, visit nursing homes, or provide for the needs of pregnant
women? It says that we are truly For Life because we are living it.” Diane E. Schroeder, former
president of Lutherans For Life – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life •
www.lutheransforlife.org

15 Nick & Ciara Spacone

Weekly Worship in-person and via Facebook Live!
As we worship in-person today, we give thanks to God for bringing us through these trying
times. For all who are ill, do not feel comfortable in larger groups, or cannot get to our
services, we will continue to stream our worship services using Facebook Live! At our regular
Sunday morning worship time (10:45 a.m.) we will broadcast the worship service. You can
watch the live worship service, or you can view the service later by going to the Grace Lutheran
Tacoma Facebook page.
Bulletins for the service are mailed out on Thursday or Friday each week. If you have not
received a bulletin by Saturday afternoon, please message Pastor Matthews through the
Facebook page (Messenger) and a copy of the service folder will be sent you in reply.
Your feedback on these services is greatly appreciated. If you are having difficulties accessing
the services, or if other difficulties arise, please contact us through the Facebook page or by
sending an email to Pastor@GraceLutheranTacoma.org.
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Weekly Bible Study Opportunities
Join us Sunday Mornings at 9:30. When we are able to join together for Bible Study again, we
will begin working through the Synod’s program, Every One His Witness. This resource will
help us feel more comfortable discussing our faith with friends and family. Our Bible Studies
are a great way to build understanding of God’s Word and give us tools to survive the
challenges of daily living. We are reviewing options for returning to Sunday Morning
Bible Study. Stay tuned for more information on when classes will resume.

Midweek Bible Study meets Thursday mornings. We are continuing our study of the Gospel
of Luke. The meeting location has changed to Prince of Peace until the South Tacoma Library
lifts its meeting room closure (to avoid the spread of Corona Virus). Our sessions begin at
10:30 and conclude around 11:30. We are planning to restart midweek Bible Study July 9th
at 10:30 a.m.

Reading and studying the Lutheran Confessions
Our Lutheran Confessions reading/study/discussion group is rolling along. We
meet the first and third Thursdays of each month. The meetings begin at 7:00
p.m. and last for approximately one and a half hours. The meeting will be in
the library at Prince of Peace. We are reviewing options for returning to our
study of the Lutheran Confessions. Stay tuned for more information on
when classes will resume.
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Updated Website for Grace
During the time of our exile to our homes by order of Governor Inslee, Pastor Matthews has
been working on updating our website. The old Grace Lutheran website was not significantly
updated since we sold our old building. The new website presents to the world our Lutheran
identity as a member of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod, as well as our confessional
position embracing the Sacraments for the precious gift that they are.
The site is still undergoing updating, but current information is now available for the public to
see regarding our Grace Family. Part of our new presence is a page linking people to our
Facebook Live! Services. Bulletins and sermons are available on the site as well. The website
address is www.gracelutherantacoma.org. When you have a chance, take a look at our digital
face to the world. Your comments and ideas are welcome, encouraged, and greatly
appreciated. Please let Pastor know what your thoughts are about this new look.

Shop on Amazon.com? Support our congregation
Amazon.com has a program that contributes 0.5% of purchases to a charity of your choosing.
AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com) is the website through which
purchases are made and donations to Grace Lutheran Church accrue.
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support Grace
every time you shop, at no cost to you.
On your first visit to AmazonSmile, you need to select a charitable organization to receive
donations from eligible purchases before you begin shopping. Your selection will be
remembered, and then every eligible purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will result in a
donation. Grace Lutheran Church has registered as a charitable organization, so you will find
us there.
We have received $83.63 so far. Thanks to all for supporting us.
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Prayer Requests
This week we remember in our prayers, members and friends for whom prayers are requested,
including:
Healing
Alda S
Judy G
Dan B
Joan D
Jeremiah R
Alethea B
Joy S
Charles S
Chris R
James L
Kirk D

Healing/Other
Eric S
Denes V
Randy H
Hank B
Grant O
Bonnie S
Ryan C
Jim M
Jennifer Z
Ray C
Eric H

Cancer
James M
Al S
Gabe T
Jason
Jerry M
Marion B
Timothy R
Edith L

Homebound
Doug B
Karen J

Prepare for next week
Spend a few minutes this week reading and thinking about the appointed scriptures for next
week.
Isaiah 44:6–8
Romans 8:18–27
Matthew 13:24–30, 36–43

This Week (and next) at Grace
Today

10:45 a.m. Sixth Sunday after Pentecost Sunday Worship
Service in-person and via Facebook Live!

July 16th

10:30 a.m. Mid-week Bible Study – Gospel of Luke

July 19th

10:45 a.m. Seventh Sunday After Pentecost Worship Service in
person and via Facebook Live!
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EDUCATION & EDIFICATION... Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show and podcast produced by
Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL and hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken. This
week's teachings include: The United Nations' Anti-Family Policies, An Introduction to I Peter,
The Doctrine of Election, Ruth and more. You can listen at your convenience at issuesetc.org,
the LPR mobile app and your favorite podcast provider.

LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS
AS THE HEAD OF THE FAMILY SHOULD TEACH THEM IN A SIMPLE WAY TO THE
HOUSEHOLD

THE NINTH COMMANDMENT
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.
What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not scheme to get our
neighbor’s inheritance or house, or get it in a\ way which only appears right, but help and be of
service to him in keeping it.

THE TENTH COMMANDMENT
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or
donkey, or anything that belongs to our neighbor.
What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not entice or force away our
neighbor’s wife, workers, or animals, or turn them against him, but urge them to stay and do
their duty.
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