GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH, L.C.M.S
PO Box 9292
Tacoma, WA 98490-0292
Pastor James A. Matthews (360) 701-6197
Office Phone: (253) 472-7105
E-mail: info@gracelutherantacoma.org

The Sacrament of Holy Communion at Grace
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that,
as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and
blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and
with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and
set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth
His death until He comes. The bread and wine do not symbolize or represent the body and
blood of Christ, but are the real presence, as he says of “This is my body. . . This is my blood.”
Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great
harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar,
any who are not yet instructed, in doubt or who hold a confession differing from that of this
congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the
Sacrament, are asked to first speak with Pastor Matthews.
For further study, see Matt. 5:23f; 10:32f; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; 1 Cor. 11:17-34.
TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
October 18, 2020
Isaiah 45:1–7
1 Thessalonians 1:1–10
Matthew 22:15–22
We Are Recreated in the Image of God by the Cross of Christ
Plotting against Jesus, the Pharisees attempted “to entangle him in his words” by asking about
the payment of taxes to Caesar (Matt. 22:15). The Lord pointed to coins required for the tax,
and He answered that we should “render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the
things that are God’s” (Matt. 22:21). But if coins bearing the image of Caesar should be
rendered to him, then man — who is made in the image of God — must be rendered to the
Lord. That tax is paid for us by the Lord Jesus, the image of God in the flesh, by His selfoffering on the cross. And from His cross, as the Lord’s anointed, He reigns as the true Caesar
over all nations “from the rising of the sun and from the west” (Is. 45:6). The Lord once called
and anointed Cyrus “to subdue nations before him and to loose the belts of kings” (Is. 45:1).
Now by the preaching of the Gospel, “in power and in the Holy Spirit” (1 Thess. 1:5),
foreigners from all over the world are “turned to God from idols to serve the living and true
God” (1 Thess. 1:9–10).
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+Welcome and Announcements+
+Confession and Absolution+
Stand

782 Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings

LSB 782

© 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013644.
Public domain

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
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Invocation

LSB 184

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Exhortation

LSB 184

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
P
C
P
C

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins

LSB 184

P O almighty God, merciful Father,
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I
have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment.
But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of
Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and
death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor,
sinful being.

Absolution

LSB 185

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of
my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son
and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

+Service of the Word+
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Introit

Ps. 121:1–4, 7–8; antiphon: Ps. 121:5

The LORD is your | keeper;*
the LORD is your shade on your | right hand.
I lift up my eyes | to the hills.*
From where does my | help come?
My help comes | from the LORD,*
who made | heaven and earth.
He will not let your | foot be moved;*
he who keeps you will not | slumber.
Behold, he who keeps | Israel*
will neither slum- | ber nor sleep.
The LORD will keep you from all | evil;*
he will | keep your life.
The LORD will keep your going out and your | coming in*
from this time forth and for- | evermore.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
The LORD is your | keeper;*
the LORD is your shade on your | right hand.

Gloria Patri

LSB 186

Kyrie

LSB 186
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Gloria in Excelsis

LSB 187
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Salutation and Collect of the Day

P O God, the protector of all who trust in You, have mercy on us that with You as our ruler
and guide we may so pass through things temporal that we lose not the things eternal;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Sit

Old Testament Reading

Isaiah 45:1–7

Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus,
whose right hand I have grasped,
to subdue nations before him
and to loose the belts of kings,
to open doors before him
that gates may not be closed:
“I will go before you
and level the exalted places,
I will break in pieces the doors of bronze
and cut through the bars of iron,
I will give you the treasures of darkness
and the hoards in secret places,
that you may know that it is I, the LORD,
the God of Israel, who call you by your name.
For the sake of my servant Jacob,
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and Israel my chosen,
I call you by your name,
I name you, though you do not know me.
I am the LORD, and there is no other,
besides me there is no God;
I equip you, though you do not know me,
that people may know, from the rising of the sun
and from the west, that there is none besides me;
I am the LORD, and there is no other.
I form light and create darkness,
I make well-being and create calamity,
I am the LORD, who does all these things.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Psalm

Psalm 96:1–9 (antiphon: v. 9a)

Oh sing to the LORD a | new song;*
sing to the LORD, | all the earth!
Sing to the LORD, | bless his name;*
tell of his salvation from | day to day.
Declare his glory among the | nations,*
his marvelous works among all the | peoples!
For great is the LORD, and greatly | to be praised;*
he is to be feared a- | bove all gods.
For all the gods of the peoples are worthless | idols,*
but the LORD made the | heavens.
Splendor and majesty are be- | fore him;*
strength and beauty are in his sanctu- | ary.
Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the | peoples,*
ascribe to the LORD glo- | ry and strength!
Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due his name;*
bring an offering, and come in- | to his courts!
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Worship the LORD in the splendor of | holiness;*
tremble before him, | all the earth!
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

Epistle

1 Thessalonians 1:1–10

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,
To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:
Grace to you and peace.
We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly mentioning you in our prayers,
remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and
steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. For we know, brothers loved by God, that he
has chosen you, because our gospel came to you not only in word, but also in power and in the
Holy Spirit and with full conviction. You know what kind of men we proved to be among you
for your sake. And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you received the word in
much affliction, with the joy of the Holy Spirit, so that you became an example to all the
believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. For not only has the word of the Lord sounded forth
from you in Macedonia and Achaia, but your faith in God has gone forth everywhere, so that
we need not say anything. For they themselves report concerning us the kind of reception we
had among you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, and to
wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the
wrath to come.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand

Alleluia

LSB 190
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Holy Gospel

Matthew 22:15–22

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-second chapter.
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord.
Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle [Jesus] in his talk.
And they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know
that you are true and teach the way of God truthfully, and you do not care about anyone’s
opinion, for you are not swayed by appearances. Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to
pay taxes to Caesar, or not?” But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why put me to the test,
you hypocrites? Show me the coin for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. And Jesus
said to them, “Whose likeness and inscription is this?” They said, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to
them, “Therefore render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are
God’s.” When they heard it, they marveled. And they left him and went away.
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

Apostles' Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
Sit
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940 Holy God, We Praise Thy Name

5 Holy Father, holy Son,
Holy Spirit, three we name Thee;
Though in essence only one,
Undivided God we claim Thee
And, adoring, bend the knee
While we own the mystery.

LSB 940
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Spare Thy people, Lord, we pray,
By a thousand snares surrounded;
Keep us without sin today,
Never let us be confounded.
Lo, I put my trust in Thee;
Never, Lord, abandon me.

6 From Thy high celestial home,
Judge of all, again returning,
We believe that Thou shalt come
On that final judgment morning,
When Thy voice shall shake the earth
And the startled dead come forth.
Public domain
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Sermon
Votum

LSB 192

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ
Jesus.
C Amen.
Stand

Offertory

LSB 192

Sit

Offering
Stand
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Prayer of the Church
. . . Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
. . . to live in His eternal presence and sing His praise without end; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Amen.

+Service of the Sacrament+
Preface

LSB 194
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Proper Preface (Full)
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
on this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the
way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus

LSB 195
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Lord's Prayer

LSB 196
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The Words of Our Lord

LSB 197

Pax Domini

LSB 197
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Agnus Dei

LSB 198

Sit

Distribution

LSB 199
Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your
sins.
Amen.
Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness
of your sins.
Amen.

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:

The Dismissal

LSB 199

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul
to life everlasting. Depart T in peace.
C Amen.
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819 Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good

5

LSB 819

All who confess Christ’s holy name,
Give God the praise and glory.
Let all who know His pow’r proclaim
Aloud the wondrous story.
Cast ev’ry idol from its throne,
For God is God, and He alone:
To God all praise and glory!

Public domain

18

622 Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared

5 Though reason cannot understand,
Yet faith this truth embraces:
Your body, Lord, is even now
At once in many places.
I leave to You how this can be;
Your Word alone suffices me;
I trust its truth unfailing.
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6 Lord, I believe what You have said;
Help me when doubts assail me.
Remember that I am but dust,
And let my faith not fail me.
Your supper in this vale of tears
Refreshes me and stills my fears
And is my priceless treasure.

8 For Your consoling supper, Lord,
Be praised throughout all ages!
Preserve it, for in ev’ry place
The world against it rages.
Grant that this sacrament may be
A blessèd comfort unto me
When living and when dying.

LSB 622

Grant that we worthily receive
Your supper, Lord, our Savior,
And, truly grieving for our sins,
May prove by our behavior
That we are thankful for Your grace
And day by day may run our race,
In holiness increasing.
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Stand

Nunc Dimittis

LSB 199
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Thanksgiving

LSB 200

Post-Communion Collect
A Let us pray.
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent
Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us
pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but
always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly
to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Salutation

LSB 201
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Benedicamus

LSB 202

Benediction

LSB 202
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854 Forth in Thy Name, O Lord, I Go

LSB 854

Public domain
© 1981, 1982 Barry L. Bobb. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013644.

P Go in Peace and Serve the Lord!
C Thanks be to God!
Acknowledgments
Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good
News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.

Life Quote for the week of October 18, 2020
“The Church has confessed from the beginning that each life is created by God, that human life is the supreme
gift of the Creator. Human life is not given unconditionally but is given under the condition that we will be
responsible for preserving it. The testimony that God respects life above all else is contained in the words of the
Gospel: ‘For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life’ (John 3:16).” Abbot Tryphon, Vashon Island, Washington – A Life
Quote from Lutherans For Life • www.lutheransforlife.org
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18 Edith Luco

Weekly Worship in-person and via Facebook Live!
We give thanks to God for sustaining us through these trying times. For all who are ill, do not
feel comfortable in larger groups, or cannot get to our services, we will continue to stream our
worship services using Facebook Live! At our regular Sunday morning worship time (10:45
a.m.) we broadcast the worship service. You can watch the live worship service, or you can
view the service later by going to the Grace Lutheran Tacoma Facebook page or Grace’s
website (www.GraceLutheranTacoma.org) under the about us tab, click on worship. There you
will find links to the video of the service, a copy of the bulletin, and a copy of the sermon.
Bulletins for the service are mailed out on Thursday or Friday each week. If you have not
received a bulletin by Saturday afternoon, please message Pastor Matthews through the
Facebook page (Messenger) and a copy of the service folder will be sent to you in reply.
Your feedback on these services is greatly appreciated. If you are having difficulties accessing
the services, or if other difficulties arise, please contact us through the Facebook page or by
sending an email to Pastor@GraceLutheranTacoma.org.

Weekly Bible Study Opportunities
Sunday Morning Bible Study will be returning November 15th. In association with Prince of
Peace we will begin a joint study using the book, “The Fire and the Staff” written by Klemet I.
Preus. Pastors Zeigler and Matthews will teach the class together. Copies of the book are
available through Concordia Publishing House CPH.org or Amazon (Amazon.com). Cost is
$33.99. If you would like to participate and cannot afford the book, please let Pastor Matthews
know and we will obtain a copy for you. We are looking forward to returning to Sunday
Morning Bible Study. Please plan to attend and strengthen your faith.
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Midweek Bible Study meets Thursday mornings. We are continuing our study of the Gospel
of Luke. The meeting location has changed to Prince of Peace until the South Tacoma Library
lifts its meeting room closure (to avoid the spread of Corona Virus). Our sessions begin at
10:30 and conclude around 11:30.

Reading and studying the Lutheran Confessions
Our Lutheran Confessions reading/study/discussion group is rolling along.
We meet the first and third Thursdays of each month. The meetings begin
at 7:00 p.m. and last for approximately one and a half hours. The meeting
will be in the library at Prince of Peace. We are reviewing options for
returning to our study of the Lutheran Confessions. Stay tuned for
more information on when classes will resume.

Updated Website for Grace
During the time of our exile to our homes by order of Governor Inslee, Pastor Matthews has
been working on updating our website. The old Grace Lutheran website was not significantly
updated since we sold our old building. The new website presents to the world our Lutheran
identity as a member of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod, as well as our confessional
position embracing the Sacraments for the precious gift that they are.
The site is still undergoing updating, but current information is now available for the public to
see regarding our Grace Family. Part of our new presence is a page linking people to our
Facebook Live! Services. Bulletins and sermons are available on the site as well. The website
address is www.gracelutherantacoma.org. When you have a chance, take a look at our digital
face to the world. Your comments and ideas are welcome, encouraged, and greatly appreciated.
Please let Pastor know what your thoughts are about this new look.
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Shop on Amazon.com? Support our congregation
Amazon.com has a program that contributes 0.5% of purchases to a charity of your choosing.
AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com) is the website through which purchases are made and
donations to Grace Lutheran Church accrue.
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support Grace every time you shop, at
no cost to you.
On your first visit to AmazonSmile, you need to select a charitable organization to receive
donations from eligible purchases before you begin shopping. Your selection will be
remembered, and then every eligible purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will result in a
donation. Grace Lutheran Church has registered as a charitable organization, so you will find
us there.
We have received $83.63 so far. Thanks to all for supporting us.

Prayer Requests
This week we remember in our prayers, members and friends for whom prayers are requested,
including:
Healing
Alda S
Judy G
Dan B
Joan D
Jeremiah R
Alethea B
Jim L
Chris R
Dori M
Ciara S
Charles S
Kirk D
Rick L

Healing/Other
Cancer
Eric S
James M
Denes V
Gabe T
Randy H
Edith L
Hank B
Jason
Grant O
Jerry M
Bonnie S
Marion B
Ryan C
Jennifer Z
Ray C
Eric H
Jay H
Bobby M and Family
Lois W

Homebound
Doug B
Karen J
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Prepare for next week
Spend a few minutes this week reading and thinking about the appointed scriptures for next
week.
Reformation Sunday
Revelation 14:6–7
Romans 3:19–28
John 8:31–36 or Matthew 11:12–19

This Week (and next) at Grace
Today

10:45 a.m. Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost Worship Service
in-person and via Facebook Live!

Oct 20th

10:00 a.m. Betty Ann Psalm Study

Oct 22nd

10:30 a.m. Mid-week Bible Study – Gospel of Luke

Oct 25th

10:45 a.m. Reformation Sunday Worship Service in-person and
via Facebook Live!

REAL REFORMATION RADIO… Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show and podcast produced by
Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL and hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken. This
week’s topics include: Evangelical Buzz Words; The Ten Commandments & Proverbs; Original
Sin; The Hymn “God Loved the World So That He Gave” and more. You can listen at your
convenience at issuesetc.org, the LPR mobile app and your favorite podcast provider.
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LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM
THE LORD’S PRAYER
AS THE HEAD OF THE FAMILY SHOULD TEACH IT IN A SIMPLE WAY TO HIS
HOUSEHOLD
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen

THE CONCLUSION
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
What does this mean?
This means that I should be certain that these petitions are pleasing to our Father in heaven, and
are heard by Him; for He Himself has commanded us to pray in this way and has promised to
hear us. Amen, amen means “yes, yes, it shall be so.
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