GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH, L.C.M.S
PO Box 9292
Tacoma, WA 98490-0292
Pastor James A. Matthews (360) 701-6197
Office Phone: (253) 472-7105
E-mail: info@gracelutherantacoma.org

The Sacrament of Holy Communion at Grace
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that,
as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and
blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and
with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and
set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth
His death until He comes. The bread and wine do not symbolize or represent the body and
blood of Christ, but are the real presence, as he says of “This is my body. . . This is my blood.”
Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great
harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar,
any who are not yet instructed, in doubt or who hold a confession differing from that of this
congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the
Sacrament, are asked to first speak with Pastor Matthews.
For further study, see Matt. 5:23f; 10:32f; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; 1 Cor. 11:17-34.
REFORMATION DAY (OBSERVED)
October 25, 2020
Revelation 14:6–7
Romans 3:19–28
John 8:31–36
The Son of God Has Set Us Free from Sin and Death by His Grace
“Wisdom is justified by her deeds” (Matt. 11:19), and the true wisdom of God, Christ Jesus, the
incarnate Son, justifies us by His deeds. He prepares His way by the preaching of repentance,
but He has suffered the violence of the Law and voluntarily handed Himself over to violent
men, in order that we may eat and drink with Him in His Kingdom and “remain in the house
forever” (John 8:35). He is “a friend of tax collectors and sinners” (Matt. 11:18–19), and He
has rescued us by His grace from the slavery of sin and death. By the proclamation of His
eternal Gospel “to those who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and
people” (Rev. 14:6), “the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law” (Rom.
3:21), “that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus” (Rom. 3:26).
And by the hearing of that Gospel of Christ Jesus, “whom God put forward as a propitiation by
his blood, to be received by faith” (Rom. 3:25), “you will know the truth, and the truth will set
you free” (John 8:31–32).
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+Welcome and Announcements+
+Confession and Absolution+
Stand

794 The Lord, My God, Be Praised

LSB 794

Public domain

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation

LSB 184

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
3

Exhortation

LSB 184

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
P
C
P
C

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins

LSB 184

P O almighty God, merciful Father,
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I
have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment.
But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of
Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and
death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor,
sinful being.

Absolution

LSB 185

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of
my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son
and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

+Service of the Word+
Introit

Ps. 34:1–2, 11, 22; antiphon: Ps. 119:46
I will speak of your testimonies before kings, | [O Lord,]*
and shall not be | put to shame.
I will bless the LORD at | all times;*
his praise shall continually be | in my mouth.
My soul makes its boast | in the LORD;*
let the humble hear | and be glad.
Come, O children, lis- | ten to me;*
I will teach you the fear | of the LORD.
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The LORD redeems the life of his | servants;*
none of those who take refuge in him will | be condemned.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
I will speak of your testimonies before kings, | [O Lord,]*
and shall not be | put to shame.

Gloria Patri

LSB 186

Kyrie

LSB 186
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Gloria in Excelsis

LSB 187
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Salutation and Collect of the Day

P Almighty and gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit on Your faithful people. Keep us
steadfast in Your grace and truth, protect and deliver us in times of temptation, defend us
against all enemies, and grant to Your Church Your saving peace; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Sit

Old Testament Reading

Revelation 14:6–7
Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim to
those who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people. And he said with
a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come, and
worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of water.”
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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Psalm

Psalm 46 (antiphon: v.7)

God is our ref- | uge and strength,*
a very present help in | trouble.
Therefore we will not fear though the | earth gives way,*
though the mountains be moved into the heart | of the sea,
though its waters | roar and foam,*
though the mountains tremble at its | swelling.
There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- | y of God,*
the holy habitation of the | Most High.
God is in the midst of her; she shall | not be moved;*
God will help her when | morning dawns.
The nations rage, the kingdoms | totter;*
he utters his voice, the | earth melts.
The LORD of hosts is | with us;*
the God of Jacob is our | fortress.
Come, behold the works | of the LORD,*
how he has brought desolations | on the earth.
He makes wars cease to the end | of the earth;*
he breaks the bow and shatters the spear;
he burns the chariots | with fire.
“Be still, and know that | I am God.*
I will be exalted among the nations,
I will be exalted | in the earth!”
The LORD of hosts is | with us;*
the God of Jacob is our | fortress.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
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Epistle

Romans 3:19–28
Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so that
every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. For by
works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes
knowledge of sin.
But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law
and the Prophets bear witness to it— the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for
all who believe. For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God, and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,
whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to
show God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins.
It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier
of the one who has faith in Jesus.
Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of
works? No, but by the law of faith. For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works
of the law.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia

LSB 190
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Holy Gospel

John 8:31–36

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter.

So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly
my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” They answered
him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that
you say, ‘You will become free’?”
Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin.
The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. So if the Son sets you
free, you will be free indeed.
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

10

Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.
Sit
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657 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God

LSB 657

© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013644.
Public domain

Sermon
Votum

LSB 192

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ
Jesus.
C Amen.
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Stand

Offertory

LSB 192

Sit

Offering
Stand

Prayer of the Church
. . . Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
. . . in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

+Service of the Sacrament+
13

Preface

LSB 194

Proper Preface (Full)
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
on this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the
way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
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Sanctus

LSB 195

15

Lord's Prayer

LSB 196
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The Words of Our Lord

LSB 197

Pax Domini

LSB 197
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Agnus Dei

LSB 198

Sit

Distribution

LSB 199
Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your
sins.
Amen.
Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness
of your sins.
Amen.

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:

The Dismissal

LSB 199

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul
to life everlasting. Depart T in peace.
C Amen.
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555 Salvation unto Us Has Come

LSB 555

5 Yet as the Law must be fulfilled
Or we must die despairing,
Christ came and has God’s anger stilled,
Our human nature sharing.
He has for us the Law obeyed
And thus the Father’s vengeance stayed
Which over us impended.
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Since Christ has full atonement made
And brought to us salvation,
Each Christian therefore may be glad
And build on this foundation.
Your grace alone, dear Lord, I plead,
Your death is now my life indeed,
For You have paid my ransom.

7

8

The Law reveals the guilt of sin
And makes us conscience-stricken;
But then the Gospel enters in
The sinful soul to quicken.
Come to the cross, trust Christ, and live;
The Law no peace can ever give,
No comfort and no blessing.

Let me not doubt, but truly see
Your Word cannot be broken;
Your call rings out, “Come unto Me!”
No falsehood have You spoken.
Baptized into Your precious name,
My faith cannot be put to shame,
And I shall never perish.
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9

Faith clings to Jesus’ cross alone
And rests in Him unceasing;
And by its fruits true faith is known,
With love and hope increasing.
For faith alone can justify;
Works serve our neighbor and supply
The proof that faith is living.

10 All blessing, honor, thanks, and praise
To Father, Son, and Spirit,
The God who saved us by His grace;
All glory to His merit.
O triune God in heav’n above,
You have revealed Your saving love;
Your blessèd name we hallow.

Public domain

623 Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray

LSB 623

Public domain

Stand
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Nunc Dimittis

LSB 199

Thanksgiving

LSB 200
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Post-Communion Collect
A Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in
faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Salutation

LSB 201

Benedicamus

LSB 202
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Benediction

LSB 202

565 Thy Works, Not Mine, O Christ

LSB 565

Public domain

P Go in Peace and Serve the Lord!
C Thanks be to God!
23

Acknowledgments
Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good
News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.

Life Quote for the week of October 25, 2020
“I pray that the love of Christ emboldens you to rejoice in the Word and to speak it without fear
of consequence … may future generations speak of us like we do of David, Josiah, Luther, and
our forefathers. May our children say of you and me, ‘Our forefathers stood their ground on
Christ alone, on His Word of truth alone.’ The truth has set you free. Enjoy your own personal
reformation. Then let your freedom in Christ be contagious! Let your life continue to shout:
Thank Jesus Christ my Savior! I’m free at last … and so are you! Amen.” Rev. Peter Sulzle, St.
John Lutheran Church, Redwood Falls, Minnesota – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life •
www.lutheransforlife.org

Weekly Worship in-person and via Facebook Live!
We give thanks to God for sustaining us through these trying times. For all who are ill, do not
feel comfortable in larger groups, or cannot get to our services, we will continue to stream our
worship services using Facebook Live! At our regular Sunday morning worship time (10:45
a.m.) we broadcast the worship service. You can watch the live worship service, or you can
view the service later by going to the Grace Lutheran Tacoma Facebook page or Grace’s
website (www.GraceLutheranTacoma.org) under the about us tab, click on worship. There you
will find links to the video of the service, a copy of the bulletin, and a copy of the sermon.
Bulletins for the service are mailed out on Thursday or Friday each week. If you have not
received a bulletin by Saturday afternoon, please message Pastor Matthews through the
Facebook page (Messenger) and a copy of the service folder will be sent to you in reply.
Your feedback on these services is greatly appreciated. If you are having difficulties accessing
the services, or if other difficulties arise, please contact us through the Facebook page or by
sending an email to Pastor@GraceLutheranTacoma.org.
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Weekly Bible Study Opportunities
Sunday Morning Bible Study will be returning November 15th. In association with Prince of
Peace we will begin a joint study using the book, “The Fire and the Staff” written by Klemet I.
Preus. Pastors Zeigler and Matthews will teach the class together. Copies of the book are
available through Concordia Publishing House CPH.org or Amazon (Amazon.com). Cost is
$33.99. If you would like to participate and cannot afford the book, please let Pastor Matthews
know and we will obtain a copy for you. We are looking forward to returning to Sunday
Morning Bible Study. Please plan to attend and strengthen your faith.

Midweek Bible Study meets Thursday mornings. We are continuing our study of the Gospel
of Luke. The meeting location has changed to Prince of Peace until the South Tacoma Library
lifts its meeting room closure (to avoid the spread of Corona Virus). Our sessions begin at
10:30 and conclude around 11:30.

Reading and studying the Lutheran Confessions
Our Lutheran Confessions reading/study/discussion group is rolling
along. We meet the first and third Thursdays of each month. The
meetings begin at 7:00 p.m. and last for approximately one and a half
hours. The meeting will be in the library at Prince of Peace. We are
reviewing options for returning to our study of the Lutheran
Confessions. Stay tuned for more information on when classes will
resume.
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Updated Website for Grace
During the time of our exile to our homes by order of Governor Inslee, Pastor Matthews has
been working on updating our website. The old Grace Lutheran website was not significantly
updated since we sold our old building. The new website presents to the world our Lutheran
identity as a member of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod, as well as our confessional
position embracing the Sacraments for the precious gift that they are.
The site is still undergoing updating, but current information is now available for the public to
see regarding our Grace Family. Part of our new presence is a page linking people to our
Facebook Live! Services. Bulletins and sermons are available on the site as well. The website
address is www.gracelutherantacoma.org. When you have a chance, take a look at our digital
face to the world. Your comments and ideas are welcome, encouraged, and greatly appreciated.
Please let Pastor know what your thoughts are about this new look.

Shop on Amazon.com? Support our congregation
Amazon.com has a program that contributes 0.5% of purchases to a charity of your choosing.
AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com) is the website through which purchases are made and
donations to Grace Lutheran Church accrue.
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support Grace every time you shop, at
no cost to you.
On your first visit to AmazonSmile, you need to select a charitable organization to receive
donations from eligible purchases before you begin shopping. Your selection will be
remembered, and then every eligible purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will result in a
donation. Grace Lutheran Church has registered as a charitable organization, so you will find
us there.
We have received $83.63 so far. Thanks to all for supporting us.
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Prayer Requests
This week we remember in our prayers, members and friends for whom prayers are requested,
including:
Healing
Alda S
Judy G
Dan B
Joan D
Jeremiah R
Alethea B
Jim L
Chris R
Charles S
Kirk D
Rick L
Lois W

Healing/Other
Cancer
Eric S
James M
Denes V
Gabe T
Randy H
Edith L
Hank B
Jason
Grant O
Jerry M
Bonnie S
Marion B
Ryan C
Jennifer Z
Ray C
Eric H
Aletha
Bobby M and Family

Homebound
Doug B
Karen J

Prepare for next week
Spend a few minutes this week reading and thinking about the appointed scriptures for next
week.
All Saints’ Sunday
Revelation 7:(2-9) 9-17
1 John 3:1-3
Matt. 5:1-12
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This Week (and next) at Grace
Today

10:45 a.m. Reformation Sunday Worship Service in-person
and via Facebook Live!
12:15 p.m. Preparation for Trunk or Treat

Oct 27th

10:00 a.m. Betty Ann Psalm Study

Oct 29th

10:30 a.m. Mid-week Bible Study – Gospel of Luke

Oct 31st
Nov 1st

6:00? p.m. Trunk or Treat at Prince of Peace
10:45 a.m. All Saints’ Day Worship Service in-person and via Facebook Live!

JOURNEYS TO CONFESSIONAL LUTHERANISM… Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show and
podcast produced by Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL and hosted by LCMS Pastor
Todd Wilken. This week we’ll be hearing about the journeys to confessional Lutheranism from
former Atheists, Mormons, Roman Catholics, Evangelicals, Calvinists and liberal
Lutherans. You can listen on-demand at issuesetc.org, the LPR mobile app and your favorite
podcast provider.
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LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM
THE LORD’S PRAYER
AS THE HEAD OF THE FAMILY SHOULD TEACH IT IN A SIMPLE WAY TO HIS
HOUSEHOLD
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM
FIRST
WHAT IS BAPTISM?
Baptism is not just plain water, but it is the water included in God’s command and combined
with God’s word.
WHICH IS THAT WORD OF GOD?
Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew “Therefore go and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”
(Matthew 28:19)
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