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The Sacrament of Holy Communion at Grace
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that,
as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and
blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and
with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and
set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth
His death until He comes. The bread and wine do not symbolize or represent the body and
blood of Christ, but are the real presence, as he says of “This is my body. . . This is my blood.”
Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great
harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar,
any who are not yet instructed, in doubt or who hold a confession differing from that of this
congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the
Sacrament, are asked to first speak with Pastor Matthews.
For further study, see Matt. 5:23f; 10:32f; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; 1 Cor. 11:17-34.

SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT
February 28, 2021
Genesis 17:1–7, 15–16
Romans 5:1–11
Mark 8:27–38
By the Cross of Our Lord Jesus, We Inherit Life Everlasting with God
In His covenant with Abraham, the Lord promised to be with him, to bless him and to make him “the
father of a multitude of nations.” It is “an everlasting covenant” in Christ Jesus, the seed of Abraham
who is blameless before God Almighty. All who believe in this Lord Jesus are the offspring of
Abraham and are blessed “throughout their generations” (Gen. 17:1–7), because the Christ has
suffered many things. He was rejected and killed, and after three days He rose again (Mark 8:31). To
comprehend this theology of the cross, we must set our minds “on the things of God,” and not “on the
things of man” (Mark 8:33). “God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died
for us” (Rom. 5:8). Therefore, having been “reconciled to God by the death of his Son,” much more
“shall we be saved by his life” (Rom. 5:10). Baptized into His cross and resurrection, “we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,” and by faith we rejoice in the hope of His glory (Rom. 5:1–
2).

2

Welcome and Announcements
Confession and Absolution
563 Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness

LSB 563

5

When from the dust of death I rise
To claim my mansion in the skies,
This then shall be my only plea:
Jesus hath lived and died for me.

6

Jesus, be endless praise to Thee,
Whose boundless mercy hath for me,
For me, and all Thy hands have made,
An everlasting ransom paid.

Public domain

Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P
C

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P
C

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
3

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

P
C

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your
holy name. Amen.

P

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

C

Service of the Word
Introit

Ps. 115:11–13, 18; antiphon: Ps. 25:6

Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your steadfast love,*
for they have been from of old.
You who fear the LORD, trust in the LORD!*
He is their help and their shield.
The LORD has remembered us; he will bless us;*
he will bless the house of Israel; he will bless the house of Aaron;
he will bless those who fear the LORD,*
both the small and the great.
We will bless the LORD*
from this time forth and forevermore. Praise the LORD!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your steadfast love,*
for they have been from of old.

Kyrie
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5

Salutation and Collect of the Day

P

Let us pray.
O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. By Your mighty power defend us
from all adversities that may happen to the body and from all evil thoughts that may assault
and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Sit

Old Testament Reading

Genesis 17:1–7, 15–16

When Abram was ninety-nine years old the LORD appeared to Abram and said to him, “I am
God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless, 2that I may make my covenant between me
and you, and may multiply you greatly.” 3Then Abram fell on his face. And God said to him,
4
“Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall be the father of a multitude of nations. 5No
longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham, for I have made you
the father of a multitude of nations. 6I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make you
into nations, and kings shall come from you. 7And I will establish my covenant between me and
you and your offspring after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be
God to you and to your offspring after you.
15
And God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name Sarai, but
Sarah shall be her name. 16I will bless her, and moreover, I will give you a son by her. I will
bless her, and she shall become nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.”
1

A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm

Psalm 22:23–31
23

You who fear the LORD, praise him!
All you offspring of Jacob, glo- | rify him,*
and stand in awe of him, all you offspring of | Israel!
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24

For he has not despised or abhorred
the affliction of the afflicted,
and he has not hidden his | face from him,*
but has heard, when he | cried to him.
25

From you comes my praise in the great congre- | gation;*
my vows I will perform before those who | fear him.

26

The afflicted shall eat and be satisfied;
those who seek him shall | praise the LORD!*
May your hearts live for- | ever!

27

All the ends of the earth shall remember
and turn | to the LORD,*
and all the families of the nations
shall worship be- | fore you.
28

For kingship belongs | to the LORD,*
and he rules over the | nations.

29

All the prosperous of the earth eat and | worship;*
before him shall bow all who go down to the dust,
even the one who could not keep him- | self alive.

30

Posterity shall | serve him;*
it shall be told of the Lord to the coming gener- | ation;

31

they shall come and proclaim his righteousness to a people | yet unborn,*
that he has | done it.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be - | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

Epistle

Romans 5:1–11
1

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ. 2Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we
stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings,
knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance produces character, and character
produces hope, 5and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into
our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.
6
For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7For one will
scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to
7

die— 8but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
9
Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him
from the wrath of God. 10For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death
of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. 11More than
that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received
reconciliation.
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Verse for Lent

LSB 157
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Holy Gospel
P

Mark 8:27–38

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the eighth chapter.

27

And Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi. And on the way he
asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28And they told him, “John the Baptist; and
others say, Elijah; and others, one of the prophets.” 29And he asked them, “But who do you say
that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Christ.” 30And he strictly charged them to tell no
one about him.
31
And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by
the elders and the chief priests and the scribes and be killed, and after three days rise again.
32
And he said this plainly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and
seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are not setting
your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.”
34
And he called to him the crowd with his disciples and said to them, “If anyone would come
after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 35For whoever would save
8

his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and the gospel’s will save it. 36For
what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his life? 37For what can a man give
in return for his life? 38For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and
sinful generation, of him will the Son of Man also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his
Father with the holy angels.”
P

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Apostles' Creed
C

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.

Sit

9

708 Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart
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Sermon
10

LSB 708

Stand

Prayer of the Church
P
C
P
C

. . . Lord, in Your mercy.
. . . hear our prayer.
. . . through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
. . . Amen.

Sit

Offering
Stand

Offertory
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Service of the Sacrament
Preface

LSB 160

P

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His life as a ransom for many that with
cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and
truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus

LSB 161
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
P

C
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Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You
created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior.
With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing
sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive,
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body
and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray,
from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in
His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us.
To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord's Prayer
P
C

LSB 162

Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
P

LSB 162

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave
it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”
13

Pax Domini
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Agnus Dei

LSB 163

Sit

Distribution
Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your
sins.
Amen.
Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness
of your sins.
Amen.
In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:

P
C

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul
to life everlasting. Depart T in peace.
Amen.
14

Stand

Post-Communion Canticle
Nunc Dimittis

LSB 165

Post-Communion Collect
A

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in
faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

15

Benediction
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693 O Holy Spirit, Grant Us Grace

LSB 693
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Sending
P
C

Go in Peace and Serve the Lord!
Thanks be to God!
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Life Quote for the week of February 28, 2021
“Christians are to show no partiality whatsoever. My brother in Christ who happens to have more
melanin than I have in the paper-thin upper level of our skin—while all the skin below the paper is the
same—is not of a different race than I. So-called ‘race’ is not even skin deep! That’s mere upper-skin
coloring, not race. Varying levels of mere melanin indicate that we’re all coffee beans—some are
blonde roast, some are medium or dark or espresso roast, but we’re all coffee, we’re all colored
people.” James M. Kushiner, The Fellowship of St. James – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life •
lutheransforlife.org

Weekly Worship in-person and via Facebook Live!
We give thanks to God for sustaining us through these trying times. For all who are ill, do not feel
comfortable in larger groups, or cannot get to our services, we will continue to stream our worship
services using Facebook Live! At our regular Sunday morning worship time (10:45 a.m.) we broadcast
the worship service. You can watch the live worship service, or you can view the service later by
going to the Grace Lutheran Tacoma Facebook page or Grace’s website
(www.GraceLutheranTacoma.org) under the about us tab, click on worship. There you will find links
to the video of the service, a copy of the bulletin, and a copy of the sermon.
Bulletins for the service are mailed out on Thursday or Friday each week. If you have not received a
bulletin by Saturday afternoon, please message Pastor Matthews through the Facebook page
(Messenger) and a copy of the service folder will be sent to you in reply.
Your feedback on these services is greatly appreciated. If you are having difficulties accessing the
services, or if other difficulties arise, please contact us through the Facebook page or by sending an
email to Pastor@GraceLutheranTacoma.org.

Reading and studying the Lutheran Confessions
Our Lutheran Confessions reading/study/discussion group is rolling along.
We meet the first and third Thursdays of each month. The meetings begin at
7:00 p.m. and last for approximately one and a half hours. The meeting will
be in the library at Prince of Peace. We are reviewing options for returning
to our study of the Lutheran Confessions. Stay tuned for more
information on when classes will resume.
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Weekly Bible Study Opportunities
In association with Prince of Peace we started a joint study using the book, “The Fire and the Staff”
written by Klemet I. Preus. Pastors Zeigler and Matthews are teaching the class
together. Copies of the book are available through Concordia Publishing House
CPH.org or Amazon (Amazon.com). Cost is $33.99. If you would like to participate
and cannot afford the book, please let Pastor Matthews know and we will obtain a
copy for you. Please plan to attend and strengthen your faith.

Midweek Bible Study will resume soon. We meet Thursday mornings at Prince of Peace. We will
conclude our study of the Gospel of Luke and then begin a study of Isaiah. Our sessions begin at 10:30
and conclude around 11:30.

Shop on Amazon.com? Support our congregation
Amazon.com has a program that contributes 0.5% of purchases to a charity of your choosing.
AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com) is the website through which purchases are made and donations to
Grace Lutheran Church accrue.
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support Grace every time you shop, at no cost
to you.

We have received $99.40 so far. Thanks to all for supporting us.

Thank You
Thank you from Pastor Matthews and the Matthews Family for the generous gift presented to us on
February 21st. With all the events of the last couple of months, it was a wonderful Christmas Gift.
Thanks as well for all the comments and support found in the Card you signed. As I approach the 10th
anniversary of my ordination and installation at Grace, I can’t think of anyplace or any congregation I
would rather serve. Thanks for all you do and for being faithful to our Grace Family.
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Prayer Requests
This week we remember in our prayers, members and friends for whom prayers are requested,
including:
Healing
Alda S
Judy G
Dan B
Joan D
Jeremiah R
Jim L
Chris R
Dori M
Kirk D
Rick S

Healing/Other
Eric S
Randy H
Hank B
Grant O
Jennifer Z
Ray C
Eric H
Rick L
Charles S
Carole M

Cancer
James M
Jason
Jerry M
Bobby M
Marion B

Homebound
Doug B
Karen J

Prepare for next week
Spend a few minutes this week reading and thinking about the appointed scriptures for next week.

Genesis 17:1–7, 15–16
Romans 5:1–11
Mark 8:27–38

This Week (and next) at Grace
Today

9:30 a.m.
10:45 a.m.

Adult Bible Study – “The Fire and the Staff
Second Sunday in Lent Worship Service in-person and via Facebook Live!

Mar 2nd

10:00 a.m.

Betty Ann Psalm Study

March 3rd
Mar. 7th

7:00 p.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:45 a.m.

Midweek Lenten Service
Adult Bible Study – “The Fire and the Staff”
Third Sunday in Lent Worship Service in-person and via
Facebook Live!
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Luther’s Small Catechism
DAILY PRAYERS
AS THE HEAD OF THE FAMILY SHOULD TEACH HIS HOUSEHOLD TO ASK A
BLESSING AND RETURN THANKS

RETURNING THANKS
Also, after eating, they shall, in like manner, reverently and with folded hands say:
Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good, His love endures forever. [He] gives food to every
creature. He provides food for the cattle and for the young ravens when they call. His pleasure
is not in the strength of the horse, nor His delight in the legs of a man; The LORD delights in
those who fear Him, who put their hope in His unfailing love. (Ps 136:1, 25; 147:9-11)
Then shall be said the Lord’s Prayer and the following:

We thank You, Lord God, heavenly Father, for all Your benefits, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit forever and ever. Amen.
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