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The Sacrament of Holy Communion at Grace 

 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, 

as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and 

blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and 

with one another.  Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and 

set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth 

His death until He comes.  The bread and wine do not symbolize or represent the body and 

blood of Christ, but are the real presence, as he says of “This is my body. . . This is my blood.” 

 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great 

harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, 

any who are not yet instructed, in doubt or who hold a confession differing from that of this 

congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the 

Sacrament, are asked to first speak with Pastor Matthews. 

 

For further study, see Matt. 5:23f; 10:32f; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; 1 Cor. 11:17-34. 

 
 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

May 9, 2021 

 

Acts 10:34–48 

1 John 5:1–8 

John 15:9–17 

 

The Lord Jesus Is with His Church in the Apostolic Ministry of the Gospel 

 

The crucified and risen Lord Jesus is with His Church through the word of His apostles, who “are 

witnesses of all that he did.” He was anointed by God “with the Holy Spirit and with power,” and “he 

went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil,” and so He was with those 

whom He sent “to preach to the people” (Acts 10:38–42). The Holy Spirit is bestowed on those who 

hear that apostolic preaching, who are “baptized in the name of Jesus Christ,” so that “everyone who 

believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name” (Acts 10:43–44, 48). For as He came by 

the water of His Baptism, even to the blood of His Passion, so the Spirit testifies to the truth with “the 

water and the blood” in the apostolic ministry of the Gospel (1 John 5:6–7). By these means, Christ 

Jesus speaks to us, that His joy may be in us and that our “joy may be full.” For this purpose, He 

appointed the apostles to “go and bear fruit” in order to make known His divine friendship to us (John 

15:11, 15–16). 
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Welcome and Announcements 

 

Confession and Absolution 

Stand 

 

430 My Song Is Love Unknown  LSB 430 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 Public 

domain 
© John 
Ireland 
Trust. 
Used by 

permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013644. 
 

6 In life no house, no home 

    My Lord on earth might have; 

In death no friendly tomb 

    But what a stranger gave. 

What may I say? 

    Heav’n was His home 

    But mine the tomb 

Wherein He lay. 

 

7 Here might I stay and sing, 

    No story so divine! 

Never was love, dear King, 

    Never was grief like Thine. 

This is my friend, 

    In whose sweet praise 

    I all my days 

Could gladly spend! 
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The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For 

the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 

name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 

all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Word 

 

Introit Ps. 66:1–2, 8–9, 20; antiphon: Ps. 66:16 

Come and hear, all you who | fear God,* 

and I will tell what he has done | for my soul. 

Shout for joy to God, | all the earth;* 

sing the glory of his name; give to him | glorious praise! 

Bless our God, O | peoples;* 

let the sound of his | praise be heard, 

who has kept our soul among the | living* 

and has not let our | feet slip. 

Blessèd | be God,* 

because he has not rejected my prayer or removed his steadfast | love from me! 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Come and hear, all you who | fear God,* 

and I will tell what he has done | for my soul. 
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Kyrie  LSB 152 
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Hymn of Praise -- Gloria in Excelsis  LSB 154 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day  

 

 
  

P Let us pray. 

 

O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy inspiration grant that we may think those 

things that are right and by Your merciful guiding accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

   

 
 

Sit 

 

First Testament Reading Acts 10:34–48 
34So Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows no partiality, 35but 

in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36As for the 

word that he sent to Israel, preaching good news of peace through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of 

all), 37you yourselves know what happened throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after 

the baptism that John proclaimed: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit 

and with power. He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for 

God was with him. 39And we are witnesses of all that he did both in the country of the Jews and 

in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, 40but God raised him on the third 

day and made him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who had been chosen by God as 

witnesses, who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42And he commanded us to 

preach to the people and to testify that he is the one appointed by God to be judge of the living 

and the dead. 43To him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in him receives 

forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
44While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the word. 

45And the believers from among the circumcised who had come with Peter were amazed, 

because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles. 46For they were hearing 

them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter declared, 47“Can anyone withhold 

water for baptizing these people, who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48And he 

commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to remain for 

some days. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm Psalm 98:1–9 

 
1Oh sing to the LORD a new song, 

for he has done | marvelous things!* 

His right hand and his holy arm 

have worked salva- | tion for him. 

2The LORD has made known his sal- | vation;* 

he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the | nations. 

3He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness 

to the house of | Israel.* 

All the ends of the earth have seen 

the salvation | of our God. 

4Make a joyful noise to the LORD, | all the earth;* 

break forth into joyous song and sing | praises! 

5Sing praises to the LORD | with the lyre,* 

with the lyre and the sound of | melody! 

6With trumpets and the sound | of the horn* 

make a joyful noise before the | King, the LORD! 

7Let the sea roar, and all that | fills it;* 

the world and those who | dwell in it! 

8Let the rivers clap their hands; 

let the hills sing for joy together 

9be- | fore the LORD,* for he comes 

to | judge the earth. 

He will judge the world with | righteousness,* 

and the peoples with | equity. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

 

Epistle 1 John  5:1–8 
1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves 

the Father loves whoever has been born of him. 2By this we know that we love the children of 

God, when we love God and obey his commandments. 3For this is the love of God, that we keep 

his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome. 4For everyone who has been 
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born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our 

faith. 5Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of 

God? 
6This is he who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the water only but by the water 

and the blood. And the Spirit is the one who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. 7For there 

are three that testify: 8the Spirit and the water and the blood; and these three agree.  

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 

Common Alleluia and Verse  LSB 156 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel John 15:9–17 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter. 
  

 
  

9As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. 10If you keep my 

commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and 

abide in his love. 11These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your 

joy may be full. 
12[Jesus said:] “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.  

13Greater love has no one than this, that someone lays down his life for his friends. 14You are my 

friends if you do what I command you. 15No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does 

not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from 

my Father I have made known to you. 16You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed 

you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask 

the Father in my name, he may give it to you. 17These things I command you, so that you will 

love one another. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Apostles' Creed  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Sit 
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556 Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice  LSB 556 

 

 

 

 
 

5 God said to His belovèd Son: 

    “It’s time to have compassion. 

Then go, bright jewel of My crown, 

    And bring to all salvation. 

From sin and sorrow set them free; 

Slay bitter death for them that they 

    May live with You forever.” 

 

6 The Son obeyed His Father’s will, 

    Was born of virgin mother; 

And God’s good pleasure to fulfill, 

    He came to be my brother. 

His royal pow’r disguised He bore; 

A servant’s form, like mine, He wore 

    To lead the devil captive. 

7 To me He said: “Stay close to Me, 

    I am your rock and castle. 

Your ransom I Myself will be; 

    For you I strive and wrestle. 

For I am yours, and you are Mine, 

And where I am you may remain; 

    The foe shall not divide us. 

 

8  “Though he will shed My precious blood, 

    Me of My life bereaving, 

All this I suffer for your good; 

    Be steadfast and believing. 

Life will from death the vict’ry win; 

My innocence shall bear your sin, 

    And you are blest forever. 

9 “Now to My Father I depart, 

    From earth to heav’n ascending, 

And, heavn’ly wisdom to impart, 

    The Holy Spirit sending; 

In trouble He will comfort you 

And teach you always to be true 

    And into truth shall guide you. 

10 “What I on earth have done and taught 

    Guide all your life and teaching; 

So shall the kingdom’s work be wrought 

    And honored in your preaching. 

But watch lest foes with base alloy 

The heav’nly treasure should destroy; 

    This final word I leave you.” 
Public domain 
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Sermon 
 

Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

P . . . Lord, in Your mercy. 

C . . . hear our prayer. 

P . . . through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C . . . Amen. 

 

 
Sit 

 

Offering 
 

Stand 

 

Offertory  LSB 159 
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Service of the Sacrament 

 

Preface  LSB 160 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God.  And most especially are we bound to 

praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very 

Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world.  By His dying He 

has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored to us everlasting life.  Therefore 

with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with 

angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 

glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus  LSB 161 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving  LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You 

created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. 

With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice 

of His body and His blood on the cross.   

  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, 

and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink 

His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  Gather us together, we pray, from the ends 

of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, 

which has no end.  Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O 

Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord's Prayer  LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord  LSB 162 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, 

which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave 

it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.” 
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Pax Domini  LSB 163 

 

 
 

Agnus Dei  LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

 

Distribution 
 

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your 

sins. 

Amen. 

  

Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness 

of your sins. 

Amen. 

 
In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 

 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to 

life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 

 



16 

 

Stand 

 

Post-Communion Canticle -- Thank the Lord  LSB 164 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect  

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, 

and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 

toward You and fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Benediction  LSB 166 
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543 What Wondrous Love Is This  LSB 543 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 

P Go in Peace and Serve the Lord! 

C Thanks be to God! 
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Life Quote for the week of May 9, 2021 

“Little though you can see it now, God intends to do wonderful things with you. If He is taking it 

slowly, that’s no surprise; He did it the first time, too. Nothing the devil can do will stop the Lord from 

finishing His work in you. After all, He has already laid down His life to make you His own.” Dr. Kari 

Vo, Lutheran Hour Ministries – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org 

 

 

Weekly Worship in-person and via Facebook Live! 
 

We give thanks to God for sustaining us through these trying times.  For all who are ill, do not feel 

comfortable in larger groups, or cannot get to our services, we will continue to stream our worship 

services using Facebook Live!  At our regular Sunday morning worship time (10:45 a.m.) we broadcast 

the worship service.  You can watch the live worship service, or you can view the service later by 

going to the Grace Lutheran Tacoma Facebook page or Grace’s website 

(www.GraceLutheranTacoma.org) under the about us tab, click on worship.  There you will find links 

to the video of the service, a copy of the bulletin, and a copy of the sermon. 

 

Bulletins for the service are mailed out on Thursday or Friday each week.  If you have not received a 

bulletin by Saturday afternoon, please message Pastor Matthews through the Facebook page 

(Messenger) and a copy of the service folder will be sent to you in reply. 

 

Your feedback on these services is greatly appreciated.  If you are having difficulties accessing the 

services, or if other difficulties arise, please contact us through the Facebook page or by sending an 

email to Pastor@GraceLutheranTacoma.org. 

 

Reading and studying the Lutheran Confessions 

We are reviewing options for returning to our study of the Lutheran 

Confessions.  Stay tuned for more information on when classes will 

resume. 

http://www.gracelutherantacoma.org/
mailto:Pastor@GraceLutheranTacoma.org
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Weekly Bible Study Opportunities 

In association with Prince of Peace we studying the book, “The Fire and the Staff” written by Klemet I. 

Preus.  Please plan to attend and strengthen your faith. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Midweek Bible Study will resume soon.  We meet Thursday mornings at Prince of Peace.  We will 

conclude our study of the Gospel of Luke and then begin a study of Isaiah.  Our sessions begin at 10:30 

and conclude around 11:30. 

Shop on Amazon.com?  Support our congregation 
 
Amazon.com has a program that contributes 0.5% of purchases to a charity of your choosing.  

AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com) is the website through which purchases are made and donations to 

Grace Lutheran Church accrue. 

 

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support Grace every time you shop, at no cost 

to you. 

 

 

We have received $113.06 so far.  Thanks to all for supporting us. 

 

Prayer Requests 
This week we remember in our prayers, members and friends for whom prayers are requested, 

including: 

 

Healing Healing/Other Cancer Homebound 

Alda S Eric S James M Doug B 

Judy G Randy H Jason Karen J 

Dan B Hank B Jerry M 

Joan D Grant O Bobby M 

Jeremiah R Jennifer Z Jean (Dori’s Sister) 

Jim L Ray C Kasey 

Chris R Eric H  

Dori M Rick L  

Kirk D Herbert G (Alda’s Brother) 

Rick S Dwaine B 
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Prepare for next week 
 
Spend a few minutes this week reading and thinking about the appointed scriptures for next week.  

 

Acts 1:12–26 

1 John 5:9–15 

John 17:11b–19 

 

 

 

This Week (and next) at Grace 
 

 

Today   9:30 a.m. Adult Bible Study – “The Fire and the Staff 

 10:45 a.m. Sixth Sunday of Easter Worship Service in-person and via 

Facebook Live! 

 

May 11th 10:00 a.m. Betty Ann Psalm Study 

 

May 13th   7:00 p.m. Ascension Day Service with Prince of Peace 

 

May 16th   9:30 a.m. Adult Bible Study – “The Fire and the Staff  

 10:45 a.m. Seventh Sunday of Easter Worship Service in-person and via Facebook 

Live!  


